Ivo Antognini, My Star
Translated by Alessandro Carrera

First voice: Nyota yangu, nyota yangu

1" stanza:

Look up to that star,

My father said.

Follow its light, it will lead you
Into a world without wars

Where you will be free to play.
Come on my son, close your eyes,
See if you can dream...

I am cold, my father said:

Look out for the wave; it will come back.
Who knows how many nights

Will we have to wait

For a new world, a new life,

In this boat adrift in the sea?

First voice:

But what are you doing? But where are you?
My little star, up in the sky...

Let me see you, my little star.

Let me find you

Up in the sky

Oh, nyota yangu

Both voices:
I have found my star. Up in the sky.
Nyota yangu.

Second voice: turu turu a turu a turu turu e a nyota yangu

2" stanza:

See how big the wave is, my father said.
Hold on tight, it will not sweep you away
As it did with your mother,

Now asleep on the bottom of the sea.

Do not open your mouth, my son,

Do not breathe...

I'm going to join your mother, my father said.
You are a big boy now, you can stay.

I know you won’t be afraid and soon you’ll find
Another land, another world,

And another life will begin.

And my star up in the sky,

Soon will send

A savior for us all

And for those the sea has taken away,
Those the sea has taken away...
Nyota yangu

Second voice:

But what are you doing? Where are you?
My little star, up in the sky,

Let me see you, let me find you

Up in the sky

Oh, nyota yangu
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