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PREFACE TO THE CANTANDO THE NORDIC JOURNLEY SERIES

ne poems of Jean
ature of these
works seemed to take my soul to far-off lakes and forests, places that the a f these lands re velling, even mystic
natural landscapes. Decades in my life would pass, however, before the qu Ily occurred to 1 about the organ music of
Nordic lands? In my native United States we often hear standard wgarks for
yet is there Nordic music for my chosen instrument, the orga
sessing notable organs, so, surely, there must be equally fine
music to American universities, publishers, and respected colle

When I recall what music inspired me the most during my university years, I remember being n¢ y drawn to

ches and cathedrals in Scandinavia, many pos-
. Numerous enquiries concerning Nordic organ

mantic Era as Oskar Lindberg, Arild Sa; the good offices of several accommodating Nordic organists, |

quickly learned that, yes, this was isti ertoire for the organ. When the possibilities of the internet al-

17. These projects have led me to record at unique sacred spaces throughout Sweden, Nor-
ylanned in Iceland and Denmark in the future.

tion of this volume, I am grateful to Cantando Musikkforlag and its editor Jan Stefan Bengtsson for making my goal a reality. My hope in
the years to come is the production of future volumes of the Nordic Journey Series that will continue to make new commissions available
to the public, and, in addition, will include works from earlier eras that have never been published.

ISMN 979-0-2612-4322-3 5



The seven volumes of the Nordic Journey recording series have been recorded, produced and disty ican Pro Organo
label (www.proorgano.com), and may be purchased online as individual downloads or in physica

Nordic Journey, CD 7239 (double cd)
Recorded in 2010 on the 1929 Setterquist organ at Linkdping, Sweden.

Nordic Journey, Volume II - The Nordic Symphonic Tradition, CD 7262
Recorded in 2013 on the Akermand & Lund organ at St. John's Charch, M

Nordic Journey, Volume III - Swedish Folkways and Classic Ti
Recorded in 2013 on the Andersen organ at Skara Cathedral, S

Nordic Journey, Volume IV - Modern Maste 7264

Recorded in 2013 on the Akerman & L at Visterds Cathe
Nordic Journey, Volume V- Many 7271 (double cd)
Recorded in 2015 on the Tostareds K 1k organ at Kalmar Cathedral, Kalmar, Sweden. Includes Summer Fantasy, Sven-Ingvart

ist unser Go ansson and Variations And Fugue On A Danish Folk Tune, Sven-Ingvart Mikkelsen.

Fantasia um Island, farscelda Fron, Hildigunnur Runarsdottir will appear on the planned 2018 Nordic Journey, Volume VIII, to be
recorded on the Klais organ at the Hallgrimskirkja, Reykjavik, Iceland.



NOTES TO The Nordic Journey Series

Rhapsodie sur “Ramus virens olivarum” (Page 11) Siimes (b. 1981)

Finnish composer Santeri Siimes holds degrees in organ and p
hundred-thirty organ, piano, chamber, orchestral, solo and voc

demy, Helsinki, and has composed over one
n to his musical endeavors, Siimes was a schol-

Siimes composed Rhapsodie sur “
dating from the 1582 collection of ¢ i nes. Dedicated %O St. Henry, the patron saint of Finland, this chant has been a pop-
ular subject throughout the history of
influence of the symphonic French sch ten, “my ideal colors are those of a Cavaillé-Coll organ, and this work is in the
spirit of the great French masters of the ntury.” Siimes’ Rhapsodie is music that juxtaposes sections of an improvisatory
nature with stz povements, all 1€ amatic conclusion.

his compositioit in concert on June 21, 2016 at Turku Cathedral, Turku, Finland.

Pauli i Sandagerdi (b. 1955)

fition of the North Atlantic Ocean, the Faroe Islands have a notable musical tradition, producing a remarkable
orking within a wide range of folk and contemporary classical styles. Pauli i Sandagerdi works within an ethos

that values a @¥Cd individuality, composing music for many genres: folk songs, oratorios in rock style, piano, chamber and orchestral
music as well as songs in the Faroese language, all the while earning his living as a high school science teacher.

ISMN 979-0-2612-4322-3 7



he composer recre-
014, and I played

Intermezzo was originally a work for wind quintet, and composed in 1984. Drawing from a New
ates the Journey of the Magi in musical tones. Sandagerdi made an organ arrangement of this coy
its premiere in a concert on March 1, 2015, at Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma, Washington

Canon, Partite & Fuga (Page 45)
per organo sopra il corale
Sen suven suloisuutta

The Finn Mauri Viitala served as profe
written many publications concerni
are performed internationally.

At my request, Mauri Viitala based thi
itself to music based upon contrapuntal
what becomeg
has stateg " ven harsh and hile some run fluently and playfully. The counterpoint is continuous, much as it was in
Era. The variations tell an epic story if you will hear it. The concluding Fuga contains many contrapuntal
atically, from the theme, leading to an emphatic conclusion.”

an old Finnish folksong, one whose venerable age and pentatonic nature lends
ening movement begins with a simple harmonization of the theme, leading to




A Part Of My Heritage (Page 71) Marten Jansson (b. 194

This Uppsala, Sweden-based composer studied Music Education and Dalcroze Rhythmics at the ; kholm. Jansson has
received an international reputation as a composer, clinician and pedagogue, achieving particula )i i ositions for female
voices. A Part Of My Heritage is a three-part work of homage to the folk traditighs of his count slow sections offer a
picture of the melancholic and modal aspects of Swedish folk music, while berant central p composer’s penchant

for using complex, syncopated rhythms.

Composed in the autumn of 2011, my performance for the pr ritage was recorded for Swedish National Radio in
a concert held at Harnésand Cathedral, Hirndsand, Sweden on

Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott (Page 83)

Jansson’s version of this chorale for Re
beginning, rather, with a moody, N
feeling of quiet joy”, yet returning 1

bypasses the usua res that often work their way into settings of Luther’s melody,
iz@he minor mode.

@ honor of the five hundredth anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, and I
und Cathedral, Lund, Sweden, on July 10, 2017.

Marten Jansson composed Ein fest Bu
played its first performance as a part of

Sven-Ingvart Mikkelsen (b. 1955)

at the chapel of Frederiksborg Castle, Hillerod, Denmark, Sven-Ingvart Mikkelsen also served as curator for
luding the famous Compenius organ, dating from 1610. He has traveled extensively as a recitalist, champi-
oning Da i also delving deeply into more recent fare such as his interpretations of classic Rock songs, and collabora-
tions with ' s such as the bombard.

Summer Fan was originally scored for violin and organ, and the composer made this solo organ arrangement for me in 2015. I pre-
sented its initial performance on April 18 of that year at Copenhagen Cathedral.

ISMN 979-0-2612-4322-3 9



two different tunes
r atmosphere, and |
ht summer nights.”

Mikkelsen based this work on two contrasting melodies in three sections as he has described, “in
for the summer hymn Nu blomstertiden kommer (The flower time is coming). They are both full 4
thought it would be interesting to put the two tunes together in a summery fantasy, inspired by t!

Variations and Fugue On A Danish Folk Tune (Page 103)

I commissioned this work from Sven-Ingvart Mikkelsen in the opening mo 016. My intentio e create a work specifi-
cally for the 1610 Compenius organ, located in the chapel of Fred 'ksborg is one of the celebrated instruments in the world.
He chose as a most charming Danish theme, Dronning Dagm composition. Despite being conceived for an in-
strument of great antiquity and containing many ideas from th teenth century, this composition remains very
much a work of our time. Mikkelsen’s creation becomes more ¢
many contrasting possibilities for colorful registgations. My pre
on July 16, 2016.

Fantasia um Island, farscelda Fron
Studying with the noted Icelandic ma Slguer ornsson and Atli Heimir Sveinsson at the Reykjavik Conservatory of Music,

and having further instruction with Gii amburg, Germany, and in Copenhagen, Denmark with Sven Hvidfelt Nielsen,
ositions performed internationally. Among these works include two operas for

owing description: This work “makes use of the Icelandic folk song with the same name, and builds on the
song.”
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Intermezzo nr. 1

Lukas II 16-18

Pauli i Sandagerdi

Rubato/esprssivo
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A James D. Hicks

Canon, Partite & Fug

per organo sopra il corale
Sen suven suloisuutta

Moderato Mauri Viitala 2015
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Allegretto semplice
Partita I (& 2 voci nel canone all'ottava)
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Mauri Viitala 2015
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Ein feste Burg ist unser Go
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Folktune from Germany 1535

Summer Fantasy
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commissioned by James D. Hicks
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